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Abstract

The Radiologist Assistant (R.A.) is a new profession in U.S. radiology, supporting physicians
after completing a two-year graduate education and certification exam. Operating under radiologist
supervision, R.A.s handle patient interactions, conduct imaging procedures, and perform invasive
tasks. Their salaries are almost double that of diagnostic radiologic technologists. Legally recognized
in 29 states, R.A.s in 18 states can receive reimbursement for physician-assisted procedures through
public healthcare insurance. Despite their limited numbers, R.A.s are expected to enhance radiology
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service specialization and quality. While the U.S. and Japan differ in specialization culture, insights
from the R.A. model may prove beneficial for Japanese radiology practices.
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