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Abstract

A 67-year-old man was referred to our hospital with advanced esophageal cancer and underwent
laparoscopic-assisted esophagectomy following by chemotherapy. On the postoperative day 5, vomiting
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was observed, and chest and abdominal X-rays revealed aspiration pneumonia, and a dilated small
intestine and gastric tube. Abdominal computed tomography (CT) scans showed incarceration of the
small intestine at the site of the 12-mm port incision in the left middle abdomen. Obstructive ileus due
to port-site hernia was diagnosed and urgent surgery was performed. Incarcerated jejunum was observed
at the port-site, and it was released by opening the fascia, which rendered intestinal resection
unnecessary. He had an uneventful postoperative course. Although several reports for port-site hernia
after laparoscopic gastrectomy or colectomy have been described, port-site hernia after laparoscopic-
assisted esophagectomy has not been reported previously. To avoid port-site hernias, identification and
closure of abdominal wound including sufficient fascia are important. The possibility of port-site hernias
should be considered if the patient exhibits postoperative vomiting or abdominal pain after laparoscopic-

assisted esophagectomy.
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