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Abstract

Kyoto Prefectural Hospital as a predecessor of Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine has long
been operating its employment of nursing staffs called “Kanbyonin and Kaihounin” (=both means
“nursing attendants” in English) since its early days of establishment back in 1872 and they were also
in charge of nursing duties such as “Kantou (=directory of patients in need of nursing care)” and
“Kanbyonin Torishimari” (=a head of nursing staff) which is now taken over by nursing administrators.
Those nursing attendants were then renamed as “Kanbyofu” which is today's “nurse” in 1880's of Meiji
period and their number had been on the increase along with the increasing number of patients.

The nurses of Kyoto Prefectural Hospital had been bearing the brunt of criticism on the standards
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of their nursing quality and ethics by the Prefectural Council of Kyoto since early 1890's. For this reason,
the Kyoto Prefectural Hospital had commenced on the establishment of official training of nursing and
educational courses on nursing law provided for nurses.

The organizational nursing education which is specialized for the was Kyoto Prefectural Hospital
provided at a vocational school of the Red Cross Kyoto branch. The instruction of the course was given
by doctors of Kyoto Prefectural Medical School on one-year period basis.

Thereafter the establishment of such courses on Pathological Study of Nursing Care at nursing
school and the vocational training center of the Red Cross Kyoto branch had become the opening
foundation for the earnest commencement on nursing education since 1900's up to the establishment of
today's nursing training center in Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine.

Key Words: Nursing education, Nursing history, Nurses Ordinance, Red Cross.
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