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Drugs and Medical Safety

— A Nationwide Survey on the Current Situation of Hospital Pharmacies
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Abstract

Approximately 40% of medical accidents are associated with the use medical drugs. As a result of
the introduction of a bar code authentication system and revised packaging requirements, simple errors
associated with drug prescriptions have decreased in recent years. In contrast, medical accidents
associated with newer issues, such as the diversification of drug therapy, complex methods of drug
administration, increasing number of generic drugs with similar names,lack of informed consent with non-
approved drugs and off-label prescriptions, and potential exposure of health care workers to cytotoxic
drug preparations, have recently become major concerns. Clearly, we need to provide patients effective
and safe medical care; however, the increasing needs associated with these issues have led to an
inadequate supply of doctors and nurses in the field. With respect to medical safety and reducing the
workload of doctors and nurses, the placement of pharmacists at hospital wards has recently been
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attracting attention as an approach for addressing these concerns.

Key Words: Diversification of drug therapy, Placement of pharmacist at wards.
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