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Abstract

In recent years, the number of trauma victims in the US, Europe, and Japan has been declining, and
as injured persons are often treated non-operatively, there has been a large decrease in this type of
surgical operation. Therefore, to train orthopedic surgeons in trauma care, we introduced a new concept,
Acute Care Surgery, which covers both trauma and endogenous diseases. At the same time, surgery has
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become increasingly specialized and minimally invasive techniques have becomemore advanced, so both
general surgery and emergency surgery arepracticed worldwide.

In Japan, trauma surgery is not a branch of surgery, but rather developed as a separate field embracing
the specialized knowledge and techniques of both emergency medicine and surgery, and it requires a
totally new approach. In Japan, the Technical Committee on Acute Care Surgery,established in 2009,
proposed that the Japan Surgical Society should have two sub-specialties, emergency care and surgery.
The treatment of trauma requires an advanced knowledge of anatomy, a high level of surgical skill and
the ability to make quick decisions. We therefore hope to see the advent of Acute Care Surgeons who
have the necessary knowledge and skill in both emergency medicine and surgery.

Key Words: Acute care surgery, Damage control surgery, Trauma, Emergency medicine.
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