TUFEREE 119(8), 541~550, 2010. 541

<FHE [[EHRBIEENIE % 0 < 5 EME >

BB IEESUE % & < S HERE
HREDILHZHS

wmook #® OO

bR A RAG R (W) 28 AR Sy L - Bt

Problem of Emergency Hospital at Organ Transplantation
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Abstract

Japan has legistrated in 1997 the Organ Transplant Law, permitting the organ transplant from brain-
dead donors. However, the number of organ donations since then, has not increased as expected,
remaining only eighty-six cases so far around the country. Majority of these donors were the patients
treated in emergency medical facilities. The law requires an organ offer from patient’s family, or otherwise
medical staff are required to inform the patient’s family of a possible option for organ donation. As the
workloads and mental stress of emergency physicians are enormous, they are mostly reluctant or not
active enough to seek on-site the possibilities of organ-donation from patient’s families. Although the
current law revision is expected to pave the way to increase the number of brain-dead transplants,
problems remain yet to be solved, including the procedures needed for preferential organ donation to
family members, and issues regarding donations from infants. To avoid confusions in on-site medical
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practice, the emergency doctors’better understanding of organ transplant is essential. Also, it is an
important and urgent issue in emergency medicine to enhance and strengthen the human resources and

reduce the burdens on staff.
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