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Abstract

In Japan, there are about 1400 Ethical Review Committees. However, it is stated that committees
vary to a great degree in quality. Since 2014, the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare has begun to
introduce an authorized committee system. 15 committees were authorized in the past two years.
According to the Ethical Guidelines for Medical and Health Research Involving Human Subjects, the
composition of committee shall meet several requirements: at least one member must be an expert in
humanities and social sciences, such as a professional in ethics and law, and also at least one member must
be able to provide opinions of general public, including viewpoints of research subjects. In this study,
questionnaires were conducted in the Ethical Review Committees of 80 medical universities and 117
hospitals in Japan which have more than 500 beds, asking questions regarding the non-medical members
of the committee and their roles. This article reviews a part of the results of the survey.
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