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Abstract

The total number of patients in Kawasaki disease (KD) is counted over 270,000 until now. And, since
2005, the annual number of KD patients is excessed over 10,000 in every year. In epidemiology, KD is
very characteristic disease. In nationwide survey, at first, the incidence rate showed a monomodal
distribution with a peak at age 9-11 months. Secondly, KD patients increase from winter to spring
throughout the year, on the other hand, decrease in autumn. And the number of KD patients is different
in area of Japan. Interestingly, infectious diseases are similar to KD, because infectious diseases are
increased from 6™ to 11" months and from winter to spring. And also, prevalence of infectious diseases
is different in each area. These observations are suggested the possibility that infectious diseases are
led to the chance of developing KD. In addition, characteristically, the ratio of cardiovascular sequelae
(such as coronary artery aneurysm), the ratio of cases from siblings and the ratio of recurrent cases are
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no major change. Japanese and Asians have a higher incidence compared with whites. And the reason
of these results is not clear.
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