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Abstract

In the fall of 1886, the Doshisha Hospital and Kyoto Training School for Nurses began nursing
education at an extremely early time in Japan with Ms. Linda Richards, the first trained nurse in the U.S.
and an experienced nursing instructor, serving as its director. This institution offered the most advanced
nursing training program at the time in the U.S. and Europe along with outstanding hospital and
educational facilities. In addition, it was also aggressively engaged in evangelical activities based on the
moral foundation of Christianity. Ms. Richards devoted herself to the implementation of nursing
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education and hospital nursing at the training school for nurses for five years, although substantially for
about four years, during the middle of Japan's Meiji period starting at the time of its founding, and was also
aggressively engaged in evangelical activities in an attempt to fulfill the roles of both Superintendent for
School and missionary nurse. Although these activities in a foreign land proved to be a series of
unimaginable hardships for Ms. Richards, the fruits of her efforts can be seen in the numerous graduates
from her school who served in a wide range of disciplines both in Japan and overseas.

Key Words: Doshisha Hospital, Kyoto Training School for Nurses, Linda Richards, Nursing education,

Evangelism, Missionary nurse.
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