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Abstract

A 49-year-old man underwent partial hepatectomy for a solitary liver metastasis that occurred a year
and 9 months after pancreatoduodenectomy for carcinoma of the papilla of Vater.

The liver tumor was diagnosed as metastasis from the carcinoma of the papilla of Vater. It was 20 mm
in diameter and was located between the front of the vena cava and the underside of the middle hepatic

vein.

In order to avoid manipulation around the hepatic hilus where hard adhesion was anticipated because
of the previous operation, right thoracolaparotomy was chosen so that the metastatic tumor could be
resected through the diaphragm along with a segment of the middle hepatic vein.

The operation field was narrow, and a variety of commercially available metallic spoons were useful

in the creation of the field for coring out the tumor.

After hepatectomy, the patient was in good health and there was no evidence of metastasis in the
peritoneal cavity for 3 years until the occurrence of the brain metastasis.
The observation made in this case suggest the usefulness of resection for liver metastasis from a

carcinoma of the papilla of Vater.
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