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A Case of Giant Villous Tumor of the Rectum with Electrolyte
Depletion Syndrome and Examination of reported cases in Japan
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Abstract

In the present case, we encountered electrolyte depletion syndrome (EDS) accompanying a massive
villous tumor.A 64-year-old female was admitted to our hospital after experiencing general malaise and
nausea for one week. Her blood test results revealed marked dehydration and electrolyte abnormalities.

The symptoms and blood test findings improved after administering an infusion. A colonoscopy
conducted for a detailed investigation of anemia on an outpatient basis revealed a continuous
circumferential villous tumor approximately 15 cm from the lower rectum and immediately above the
pectinate line. The tumor was diagnosed as adenocarcinoma in a tubulovillous adenoma by biopsy. The
patient continued to experience repeated episodes of electrolyte abnormalities with symptoms of
dehydration, and thus underwent laparoscopic abdomino-perineal resection. The resected specimen
showed an 18 X 12 cm circumferential villous tumor, and pathological investigation revealed tubulovillous
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adenoma accompanied by disseminated intramucosal cancer. The symptoms improved rapidly after the

operation.
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