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Abstract

Epilepsy is a relatively common chronic cerebral disorder caused by various factors. The number of
epilepsy patients on Japan is estimated to be around one million, and approximately 2 to 3% of them have
genetic disorders. Studies have been promoted to examine epilepsy-related genetic disorders, including
specific chromosomal abnormalities frequently complicated by epilepsy, single gene disorders in which
genes are not directly associated with the high incidence of epilepsy, and those in which channel and
receptor gene abnormalities directly cause epilepsy. It is expected that further genetic findings will
facilitate the clinical application of outcomes of these studies, such as the development of antiepileptic
drugs.
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