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Abstract

The city of Kyoto proceeded with the modernization of health care as a part of its restoration program
accompanying relocation of the capital to Tokyo. The education of midwives was also propelled forward by
this modernization, and the training of midwives for the first time in Japan began at the Kyoto Midwives
Association in the year following promulgation of the health care system in 1874. Autopsies were also
performed for the first time in Kyoto in the previous year of 1873 at the Kyoto Rehabilitation Hospital,
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the predecessor of this hospital, and midwives were allowed to observe those procedures. Thus, this
university is considered to have the laid the foundation for midwife education before it actually began.
In addition, this university accepted requests for observation tours of its facilities from the Kyoto
Midwives Association, and provided cooperation including revitalization activities by students and
physicians at times when there was a temporary decline.

Although national regulations pertaining to midwives were enacted in 1899, Kyoto began midwife
testing 11 years earlier in 1888. Commencement of midwife education at our university began in the
following year of 1889. This year marked the start of prohibition of regional taxes from being allocated
to support medical school costs, making the decision to begin training of midwives at this time extremely

farsighted.
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