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Social Issues Concerning Taking CT Images of
Dead Body with the Machine for Lives in Local Hospitals
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Abstract

Currently, Japan uses about one third of the world's CT(Computed Tomography) machines for clinical
use. Under these circumstances, Japanese police authorities started requesting that CT scanners used
with living patients also be used to conduct post-mortem CT imaging in local hospitals. However, most
patients are unaware that CT scanners used to conduct post-mortem imaging are used with living
patients, because police authorities bring post-mortem cases to the hospitals during the night when
patients are not present. Therefore, we conducted survey research whether patient notification is
necessary or not. An Internet-based questionnaire was administered to the general public asking for
thoughts on the use of CT machines on both live patients and on human remains. As a result, only 13%

SER274E 4 B 1 HA2f SERi274E 5 H15H 23
ST HNHEE T 602-8566 HUARTT b XA EIT A A /N 1OV ARSI 4657 H
kakiuchi@koto.kpu-m.ac.jp

489



490 BT+ —F A

knew that postmortem CT images are taken at local hospitals, with CT machines also used with patients.
In addition, More than half thought that hospitals should inform their patients of the use of patients’
CT machines for postmortem examinations. In conclusion, local hospitals should pay immediate attention
to this ethical issue whether patients should be informed that postmortem examinations are performed

by the hospital using CT scanners for living patients.

Key Words: Post-mortem CT examination, Post-mortem examination Internet-based questionnaire,

Duty to disclose.
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