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Abstract

Lung cancer is a leading cause of death. In Japan, more than 70,000 people died from this disease in

2014, with the number still increasing, according to an epidemiological investigation by the Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare. More than half the newly diagnosed patients have no indications for radical
resection, since lung cancer usually progresses without typical symptoms. The appropriate treatment
strategy from among the current effective treatment modalities, which include surgery, chemotherapy and
irradiation, should be selected based on the cancer stage and general condition of the patient. Recent
developments in surgical treatment have contributed to decreasing the invasiveness, allowing smooth
postoperative recovery in early cancers, while multimodality treatment with chemotherapy or irradiation
is available for locally advanced cancers. In particular, the development of operative instruments or
devices to facilitate thoracoscopic surgery has been extremely beneficial. I herein review the history of
lung cancer surgery and discuss current and future issues related to this management.
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