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Abstract

Social internationalization is one of the reasons for an increasing number of unidentified cadavers
becoming an important problem in the world. Traditional methods of estimating the geographical origins
of unidentified cadavers were only successful in elucidating the continental racial differences. Recently,
it was discovered that the human parasite JC virus, having more than 30 different genotypes, is widely
distributed in the world. Hence, a geographical identification method was established using JC virus for
unidentified cadavers. However, as this method requires more effort and specific technical knowledge,
a DNA chip, which requires no technical skills and consumes less time, was developed. In addition to
JC virus, many other parasitic agents such as BK virus, HHV-1, EB virus, Candida albicans, and
Helicobacter pylori have also been reported to estimate the geographical origins of unidentified cadavers.
Besides geographical estimation, these parasitic agents enable us to assess the body fluid that is taken
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as proof in a crime scene. Thus, the approach of using microbes in the field of forensic medicine is

increasing in importance.
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