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Abstract

Pediatric cancer is a rare condition that affects 2,000~2,500 children per year at an incidence of 1~
1.5 out of every 10,000 children aged <15 years. Joint multicenter studies involving participation and
enrollment of patients with all of the relevant diseases are therefore essential in order to improve and
develop treatment methods. In terms of pediatric hematopoietic malignancy, progress has been noted in
several local research groups organized by pediatric hematologists at university hospitals and/or children
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hospitals that have been focusing on the progress of and improvement in treatments for pediatric
leukemia and malignant lymphoma. These research groups have cooperated with each other and have
integrated into an intergroup and the national Japan Pediatric Leukemia/Lymphoma Study Group. For
pediatric solid malignant tumors, national study groups for each tumor were exclusively formed by
pediatric surgeons at universities to organize a national cooperative study group for pediatric solid tumors
by sharing the central pathology review system and the data center supported mainly by research grants
from the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare in Japan. In recent years, these two major groups have
been further combined to form the Japan Children's Cancer Group, which attempts to share a common
economic foundation. Meanwhile, the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare plans to consolidate
pediatric cancer treatment facilities and has selected and designated 15 pediatric cancer hospitals
throughout the country. Furthermore, the Japanese Society of Pediatric Hematology/Oncology has
prepared a system for certifying pediatric hematology and cancer specialists and the surgical treatment
of pediatric cancer, with accreditation of training facilities. I have summarized the historical details of
these three entities, introduced the German Society for Paediatric Oncology and Haematology as an
overseas example for cancer research organizations, and discussed the future development of pediatric
cancer research within Japan.

Key words: Pediatric cancers, The Japan children’s cancer group (JCCG), Hospitals for childhood
cancer designated by the ministry of health, labour and welfare, The Japanese society of
pediatric hematology/oncology (JSPHO).
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