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Abstract

The number of nursing universities has come to account for 90% of all institutions for training public
health nurses (PHNs) since 1992. This change affects the development of public health nursing
capability. This study aims to examine the evolution of PHN education and its impact on capacity of
PHNs, which is expected to be obtained by this current educational system.

Public health nursing was originally developed as a further training in the nursing and midwifery
education. PHNs were expected to take a role of practitioner in the local public health system, mainly
taking charge of preventive activities against disease and health education. The PHN education system
has changed from 1-year education by the prefectural or municipal training institution to the integrated

SER204E11H 2 HA2f *T602-0857 HUARTH Rt X AIBE T2 0] 3 A A A S2 1T 410



948 i

ES

=5

T

education system of public health nursing and nursing of university. The number of PHN trainees has
increased by 5 times over the last 15 years, but the number of public health centers and municipality has
decreased. This current situation seriously undermines quality and quantity of facilities for hands-in
practice. At the same time, it is important to discuss ways of matching demand for managerial skills
among professionals on the public health and the training system. Nursing universities should develop
an educational program which can link theory with practice.

Key Words: Public health nurses, Education program in transition, Education system changed.
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