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Abstract

The majority of long-term inpatients in psychiatric hospitals are schizophrenic patients, and long-
term hospitalization in an environment with significant limitations is thought to disrupt social life and
reduce social functioning. With a focus on aspects of the hospital environment, this study aimed to reveal
the characteristics of social functioning in schizophrenic patients requiring long-term hospitalization. The
participants were 72 schizophrenic patients (31 in 3 open wards, 41 in 4 closed wards) hospitalized in
two psychiatric hospitals on a long-term basis. The social functioning of the patients was evaluated using
the REHARB scale, and then analyzed by comparing scores between the inpatients of both wards. Results
showed that social functioning was well maintained in the open ward group; however, scores for “Social
activities”, “Self care”, and “Community skills" were significantly lower in the closed ward group
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(p<0.05). Compared with open wards, closed wards are isolated from the outside world. Inpatients
residing in such wards are unable to explore a wide range of activities, and in turn, have few opportunities
to utilize a wider range of services. Therefore, long-term hospitalization in a closed ward may lead to
poorer social functioning among schizophrenic patients than hospitalization in an open ward.

Key Words: Long-term Inpatients, Schizophrenia, Social Functioning, Open Ward, Closed Ward.
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