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Abstract

First, at present, while global “‘resourcialization' and commodification of the human body” are in
progress, biobanks play a role as the powerful promoter of such phenomena along with both human tissue
banks for transplantation and human tissue and cell banks for medical research.

Second, while biobanks adopt a so-called “general consent’ method, this concept is basically
justifiable logically and ethically, under certain restrictive conditions.

Third, though it sometimes happens that people who provide human biological samples, etc. to
biobanks are called ‘research participants,” it is more desirable to call them “providers of samples’,
etc, because they never participate in medical research directly.

Fourth, as it is not necessarily clear who legally owns the human biological samples, etc, which are
stored in biobanks, so it is desirable that a legally valid written documentation of a contract on the transfer
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of proprietary rights be made, in order to make it clear.

=
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