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Abstract

Many lineages of parasitic helminths originated independently in different geological periods at least
since Silurian times. Although a single mechanism for the evolution of parasitism is an unlikely
simplification, recent studies have shown that preadaptations, such as phoresy and necromeny, are crucial
for the evolution of parasitism from a direct free-living lifecycle in certain nematode lineages. After
acquisition of parasitism, host-parasite associations have further evolved through coevolution, host-
switching, or combination of these two processes.
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