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Abstract

Intrauterine insemination and assisted reproductive medicine had been performed at the patient’s own
expense for a long time. The Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare launched a special treatment support
project in 2004 with the aim of reducing the economic burden. Furthermore, in September 2020, the Japanese
government announced a policy to expand insurance coverage for artificial insemination and assisted repro-
ductive technology. Since standardization of reproductive medicine had not been done in Japan, the guide-
line for reproductive medicine in Japan was created by the Japan Society for Reproductive Medicine and pub-
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lished in November 2021. A new insurance system was created by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare

based on the guideline, and started in April 2022. Management fees were set for general infertility treatment

and assisted reproductive technology, and a series of treatments for assisted reproductive technology were

covered by insurance. Regarding assisted reproductive technology, age restrictions and limits on the num-

ber of embryo transfers were established. Optional treatment is carried out as advanced medical treatment

that can be used in combination with insurance treatment. Future issues include setting a gamete cryop-

reservation management fee based on medical indications and accumulating evidence of advanced medical

technology for future insurance coverage.

Key Words: Insurance coverage; the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare; Guideline for Reproductive

Medicine in Japan; Advanced Medical Technology; Assisted Reproductive Technology.
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