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Abstract

The importance of the outpatient nursing consultation function by psychiatric nurses is increasing due
to the increased need of support for the community life of people with mental illness and the promotion of
their discharge from hospitals. However, there are some issues in expanding this function due to the prob-
lem of additional reimbursements and the need for the consultation skills of psychiatric nurses. This article
reviews the actual situation of the outpatient nursing consultation function by psychiatric nurses in Japan and
abroad and nursing consultation in psychiatric clinics that the author has practiced as a psychiatric nurse
specialist, and describes the future direction of this function.
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