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Abstract

The recent advances in genomic medicine, especially in the field of malignant tumors, has brought vast
opportunities for personalizing a patient’s therapy. The base of genomic medicine lies in the nucleic acid
(DNA/RNA) extracted from the patient’s formalin fixed paraffin embedded (FFPE) pathological specimen.
The nucleic acid is susceptible to various factors, which lead to degradation, contamination, etc. In this arti-
cle, we will discuss appropriate handling of pathological specimens based on the guidelines made by The
Japanese Society for Pathology.
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