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Abstract

In Japan,many spinal cord injuries had occurred due to the war. At that time, cervical spinal cord
injury often resulted in death in a short period of time by complications, and the main treatment target
was patients with paraplegia due to thoracolumbar spinal cord injury. Wounded soldiers were
gathered in a hospital managed by the army, and walking training was thoroughly conducted. During
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the post-war high-growth period, the number of injuries were caused by industrial accident, and

thorough walking training was carried out. However, gait using both orthosis and crutches was not
practical for patients with paraplegia. In the 1970 s, cervical spinal cord injury due to traffic accidents
increased to more than thoracolumbar spinal cord injury. Also, at the 1964 Tokyo Paralympics, people

were surprised at the wheelchair players from abroad lived independent lives. There was a change in

not only the content of training but also rehabilitation medical care including improvement of the

social environment so that people with cervical spinal cord injury could live independently. Currently,

an increasing number of elderly people are suffering from non-osseous cervical cord injury due to

falls. Treatment for complications has progressed, and spinal cord regenerative medicine has begun.

Key Words: Spinal cord injury, Rehabilitation medicine, Epidemiology, War, Industrial accident.
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