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Abstract

Annual utility of palliative care unit (PCU) of Kyoto prefectural university hospital between 2014
and 2018 was analyzed retrospectively. In 2014, 113 patients used PCU annually. The number of the
patients increased to 169 in 2018. Mean duration of the PCU stay was 27days in 2014 but reduced to
20days in 2018. Ninety percent of the patients died in PCU.

In Japan, non-PCU hospital facility is the most common place of death for cancer patients, but
satisfaction score of the bereaved family is higher in PCU death cases. Management of PCU should
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be improved to provide professional palliative care to widerange of cancer patients.

Key Words: Palliaitive care medicine, Palliaitive care unit, Cancer.
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