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Abstract

The virtual slide (VS), also known as whole slide imaging, is a technology to digitize glass slides. The
VS is useful for archiving slides, clinical diagnosis, telepathology, research and education. Although the VS
have problems of lack of consensus whether that is equivalent to optical microscope as primary diagnosis
tool, universal data format, necessity of personal information protection, and the cost of VS scanners, they
are gradually being overcome. In order to capture digital slide images, a VS scanner is used. By inserting
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glass slides into the scanner and making simple settings, glass slides are easily digitized. The VS can be pre-

cisely measured and annotated using a viewer which is provided by each scanner vendor. Many studies using

VS for image analysis have been reported, and VS will play an important role in research using artificial intel-

ligence. In this review, we introduce a practice of research using VS.
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