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Abstract

Podoplanin is a transmembrane glycoprotein upregulated on tumor cells, cancer associated fibroblasts
(CAFs) and inflammatory macrophages. Podoplanin plays a key role on cancer progression by increasing
motility, epithelial mesenchymal transition, invasion, clonality, and metastasis of tumor cells. In skin cancers,
podoplanin expression in tumor cells is observed in squamous cell carcinoma, and basal cell carcinoma,
whereas that in peritumoral cells is observed in melanoma and extramammary Paget’s disease. Podoplanin
expressed in these cells is known to contribute to progression and metastasis of cancers. Therefore,
podoplanin is thought to be one of the emerging biomarkers and therapeutic target for many types of can-
cer. This review describes recent advances in how podoplanin contribute to cancer progression on skin can-

cers.
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