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Abstract

Elimination of cancer cells by induction of cell death without any toxicity to normal cells would be an
ideal strategy for cancer treatment. It has been elucidated that cell death occurs as the consequence active
but not passive phenomena. Cell death can be performed via a signal transduction programmed in cells the
molecular mechanism of which has recently been elucidated in detail. Apoptosis is well analyzed among the
cell death types. Cancer cells dexterously escape from apoptosis, nevertheless, these cells retain other types
of cell death than apoptosis. In this short review, we discuss three types of cell death, i.e., apoptosis, autophag-

ic cell death and necrosis, in regards to the molecular mechanisms with relation to cancer.
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