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Abstract

The virtual microscopy system (VMS), or the whole slide imaging, is a method to obtain a high quality
digitalized image of the tissue section or cells attached onto the glass slide, so that the digitalized images
from the lower to higher magnification can be efficiently observed and/or analyzed on the computer
display with a viewer and/or image analysis software. Because of such convenience and a great potential
of the VMS, it has been widely used in teaching pathology not only for the undergraduate medical
students but also for the residents. In this review, we introduce a variety of applications of the VMS in
the field of pathology including, 1) constructing a database for histopathology, 2) teaching
histopathology, 3) pathological research, 4) clinical practice in the field of diagnostic pathology, and
briefly mention a future perspective with some problems to be solved.
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