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Abstract

Head and neck cancer includes cancers at oral cavity, oropharynx, hypopharynx, and larynx.
Treatment for locally advanced head and neck cancer often causes severe dysfunction of swallow, voice,
respiration, articulation, and mastication. Five decades ago, the main treatment was extended surgical
resection, which led to severe dysfunction post-operatively. At late 20" century, organ preservation
treatment using chemoradiotherpy has become standard treatment for advanced head and neck cancer,
but limitation and long-term adverse effects became issues. The 21" century is the era of management
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of advanced head and neck cancer to improve curability as well as function to maintain quality of life of
survivors (QOS). Molecular targeting drugs and immunotherapy came out in early 21* century, and have
received widespread attention for better treatment of head and neck cancer.

Key Words: Head and neck cancer, Reconstructive surgery, Chemoradiotherapy, Molecular targeting

therapy, Immunotherapy.
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