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Abstract

This article discusses future directions and challenges in pediatric community-based healthcare
through clinical practice for developmental disorders in Fukuchiyama City. Community-based
healthcare should encompass more than the delivery of medical services, incorporating public health,
welfare, and educational systems to comprehensively support child healthcare and development.
From this perspective, pediatric community-based healthcare should involve interdisciplinary
collaboration to enhance the overall child-rearing capacity of the community.
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We conducted a retrospective review of 208 patients who visited the developmental outpatient
clinic at Fukuchiyama City Hospital. The most common chief complaints to receive outpatient clinic
were behavioral problems that became evident in social settings. The findings underscore the
importance of interventions based on Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA), as well as the need for
coordinated collaboration with educational institutions. Since ABA conceptualizes behavioral problems
as outcomes of interactions with the environment, effective interventions must target those real-life

social contexts.

Based on these findings, we identify three major challenges in advancing pediatric community-
based healthcare: (1) establishing robust information-sharing systems between medical, educational,
and childcare sectors; (2) developing seamless transitional care systems from childhood to
adulthood; and (3) fostering and retaining qualified professionals in psychology and social work
within local communities. Pediatricians are expected to serve not only as healthcare providers, but
also as key coordinators linking clinical practice with community-based support systems.

Key Words: Pediatrics, Community-based healthcare, Developmental disorders, Behavior, Applied

behavior analysis.
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