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Abstract

Since 2023, Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine has designated the North Campus, centered
around the Affiliated North Medical Center, as a “knowledge hub,” aiming to enhance not only its
medical center functions but also its education and research capabilities. Starting in 2025, the
university introduced the North Campus Longitudinal Integrated Clerkship in Kyoto (NCLICK) as a
distinctive pre-graduation regional medical education program. This program is built upon three core
components: Longitudinal Integrated Clerkship (LIC), Interprofessional Education (IPE), and
Community-Based Medical Education (CBME), providing medical students with extended clinical
training experiences.

Additionally, in April 2024, the university established a doctoral program in regional medicine at
the North Campus, allowing physicians working in areas north of the Chutan region in Kyoto
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Prefecture to undertake research on clinical and regional issues with the goal of disseminating

evidence-based findings globally.

While the importance of improving education and research environments in regional core
hospitals is well recognized, challenges such as human resource and financial costs at the ground

level remain.
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