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Abstract

Antiresorptive agents, such as bisphosphonate and denosumab, have recently been employed for anti-
osteoclast therapy to treat bone metastases of cancer. Adverse effects of these antiresorptive agents include
jawbone necrosis, called antiresorptive agent-related osteonecrosis of the jaw (ARON]J). With the develop-
ment of ARON], the jawbone exhibits symptoms, such as infection, pain, and swelling, which deteriorate the
oral environment and markedly lower the patient's QOL. However, the pathogenesis of ARONJ remains
unclear and neither definitive prophylaxis nor therapy has been established. For antiresorptive agent admin-
istration, oral management and care in dentistry from the beginning of treatment prevent ARON]J. Even after
the occurrence of ARON]J, certain effects can be achieved with treatments depending on disease stages. As
the number of cancer patients increases and antiresorptive agents are more frequently prescribed, the inci-
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dence of ARONJ will also increase. ARON] is a medical and dental disease. Thus, physicians and dentists

should cooperate for its treatment and prevention.

Key Words: Cancer, Osteonecrosis of the jaw, Antiresorptive agents, Bisphosphonate, Denosumab.
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